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With its grand facade, refined appointments and classic
detailing this reinvigorated home in Sydney’s eastern
suburbs boasts unimpeachable design credentials.

ith timber trea
Words JUDY PASCOE Photography PABLO VEIGA Styling MEGAN MORTON rs ‘Ha /Antique Brass from Boyd Blue,

aplcated i il pantry, giving extra gravitas 3
bl o Goca Republic, Visual Corfort &5,

belle ‘719




120 betle

s amaring what a difference one feature can make to a house.
In this case it was two columns in the kitchen that the owners
had lived with and found awkward for more than 15 years. So,
when they embarked on an upgrade of their cxpansive
Georgian-style home in Sydney’s castern suburbs under the
guidance of Alexandra Kidd of Alexandra Kidd Design, the columns
were first to go. “When they renovated previously they had made
some compromises that impacted the floor plan,” says Alexandra.
“The two columns were structural posts that divided the kitchen
from the family room, and removing them became the starting point
for reimagining the space, opening it up and making it work harder”
With their children grown and living in various locations around
the world, the owners felt it was the perfect time to address the
imperfections in the home and create a comfortable and luxurious
base for their new family dynamic. Inveterate travellers, they had
fallen in love with the gracious, generously scaled mansions located on
the US East Coast. A reference to the Obamas’ post-White House
residence, which had featured in a magazine, was the inspiration for
the aesthetic. They wanted Alexandra to capture that fecling of
relaxed living, timeless elegance and classic detailing.
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A thorough internal gutting was alled for, and every rhmg was
made bigger to create a sense of space — full-height joinery, furniture
ona grand scale and larger room openings - while bulky timber doors
were replaced by slimline steel in keeping with the lighter, more
contemporary feel. “We opened up most rooms to the exterior,” says

xandra, “which made a huge difference. As soon as I walked into the
original home I had an overwhelming desire to open the doors and let
in air and light” To enhance the connection between indoors and out,
she added terraces that flow onto the level lawn or overlook the »
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SPEED READ
»Wanting to upgrade their expansive Sydney eastern suburbs
home, the owners called on Alexandra Kidd of Alexandra Kidd
Design to reimagine the property. » Despite the home being
large, it feft small, due to disconnected rooms, low entryways
and small-scale joinery. » Rejigging the layout to open up the
f00ms to each other and to the outdoors through new slimiine
steel doors and windows was the masterstroke, admitting

sunlight, air and views Into the formerly stuffy interior. » A fresh,

airy palette underlined the sense of space, with pops of colour
and pattern included to honour the owners’ love of vibrant hues.

« lush landscaping from upstairs, and opened up the kitchen to the

had a glamorous update. No longer a dark space hidden at the back of
the house, it connects to the family room and links with the garden.

“We created a large terrace off the family room and kitchen so the
owners could enjoy sun-drenched breakfasts there. The construction
of the terrace allowed for a covered loggia on the lower level that now
serves as an outdoor room, creating shade and a cool retreat on hot
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know our clients and their requirements, how lhcy live and what
would genuinely improve their lives” she says. “Our response 1o this
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“The changes bise clearly resonated with the owners. “Marrying
the inside with the outside has brought a whole new dimension to our
homeand a new way of lving for us. We're rarely without a glimpse of
the beautiful outdoors,” they say. “We love the sitting area under the
pergola and have our morning coffee there most weekends.”

Throughout the house Alexandra has created an ambience of quiet
luxury and interwoven with . She
wsed mirrors to bounce light around, reflect the view, bring the
outdoors in and play with the sense of space, especially in the formal
dining room where walls are panclled with handmade antique bronze
mirror. “And, more simply,” she says, “we lightened the palette
significantly so everything fecls bigger and brighter”

From the exterior which is washed in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’ to the
inside walls painted in Dulux ‘Ghosting Half, the backdrop is fresh
and light, but Alexandra honoured the owners’ love of colour with a
splash of vibrant aqua in the kitchen joinery, reupholstering furniture
in rich hues and adding accent wallpapers by de Gournay, Elitis
and Phillip Jeffries in the bedrooms for drama and contrast. “The
architecture remains the hero with interest coming from luxe textures
and beautiful fibres,” she says. Much of the clients’ original furniture
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A measure of the renovation's success is that having been back in
the house for 14 months, the owner says, “We are usually frequent
travellers, but we have not wanted to leave our new home for even one
night away!” 13 alexandrakidd.coms; sticksandstonesld.com.au
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